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In the second half of the tenth century, Byzantium embarked on a series of
spectacular conquests: first in the southeast against the Arabs, then in Bulgaria,
and finally in the Georgian and Armenian lands. By the early eleventh century,
the empire was the most powerful state in the Mediterranean. It was also
expanding economically, demographically, and, in time, intellectually as well.
Yet this imperial project came to a crashing collapse fifty years later, when
political disunity, fiscal mismanagement, and defeat at the hands of the Seljuks in
the east and the Normans in the west brought an end to Byzantine hegemony. By
1081, not only was its dominance of southern Italy, the Balkans, Caucasus, and
northern Mesopotamia over but Byzantium's very existence was threatened.

How did this dramatic transformation happen? Based on a close examination of
the relevant sources, this history-the first of its kind in over a century-offers a
new reconstruction of the key events and crucial reigns as well as a different
model for understanding imperial politics and wars, both civil and foreign. In
addition to providing a badly needed narrative of this critical period of Byzantine
history, Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood offers new interpretations of key topics
relevant to the medieval era. The narrative unfolds in three parts: the first covers
the years 955-1025, a period of imperial conquest and consolidation of authority
under the great emperor Basil "the Bulgar-Slayer." The second (1025-1059)
examines the dispersal of centralized authority in Constantinople as well as the
emergence of new foreign enemies (Pechenegs, Seljuks, and Normans). The last
section chronicles the spectacular collapse of the empire during the second half
of the eleventh century, concluding with a look at the First Crusade and its
consequences for Byzantine relations with the powers of Western Europe. This
briskly paced and thoroughly investigated narrative vividly brings to life one of
the most exciting and transformative eras of medieval history.
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In the second half of the tenth century, Byzantium embarked on a series of spectacular conquests: first in the
southeast against the Arabs, then in Bulgaria, and finally in the Georgian and Armenian lands. By the early
eleventh century, the empire was the most powerful state in the Mediterranean. It was also expanding
economically, demographically, and, in time, intellectually as well. Yet this imperial project came to a
crashing collapse fifty years later, when political disunity, fiscal mismanagement, and defeat at the hands of
the Seljuks in the east and the Normans in the west brought an end to Byzantine hegemony. By 1081, not
only was its dominance of southern Italy, the Balkans, Caucasus, and northern Mesopotamia over but
Byzantium's very existence was threatened.

How did this dramatic transformation happen? Based on a close examination of the relevant sources, this
history-the first of its kind in over a century-offers a new reconstruction of the key events and crucial reigns
as well as a different model for understanding imperial politics and wars, both civil and foreign. In addition
to providing a badly needed narrative of this critical period of Byzantine history, Streams of Gold, Rivers of
Blood offers new interpretations of key topics relevant to the medieval era. The narrative unfolds in three
parts: the first covers the years 955-1025, a period of imperial conquest and consolidation of authority under
the great emperor Basil "the Bulgar-Slayer." The second (1025-1059) examines the dispersal of centralized
authority in Constantinople as well as the emergence of new foreign enemies (Pechenegs, Seljuks, and
Normans). The last section chronicles the spectacular collapse of the empire during the second half of the
eleventh century, concluding with a look at the First Crusade and its consequences for Byzantine relations
with the powers of Western Europe. This briskly paced and thoroughly investigated narrative vividly brings
to life one of the most exciting and transformative eras of medieval history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A stylish and fast-paced narrative that weaves politics, society, and individual characters together into a
fascinating depiction of a lively, dynamic, and culturally diverse civilization at its height. Firmly rooted in
the contemporary sources and with a well-tuned appreciation of current scholarly debates, Kaldellis' account
is set to become the standard 'go-to' political narrative of the medieval eastern Roman or Byzantine empire in
its heyday." --John F. Haldon, Princeton University

"A learned and critical reassessment of the standard narrative, which is at the same time an engaging and
lively account of an exciting period in the history of Byzantium." --Paul Magdalino, University of St.
Andrews

"Anthony Kaldellis' new history of Byzantium is a major achievement. By setting aside the pre-conceptions
of much of the secondary literature, and returning to the sources, he is able to reconstruct the dynamics of
imperial power and politics across the crucial years between the imperial expansion of the late tenth century
and the First Crusade. This book will be required reading for students and scholars not only of Byzantium,
but also of the Medieval West." --Peter Sarris, University of Cambridge

"In this lucid and well-researched history, Kaldellis, a classics scholar, examines the rapid expansion and
subsequent contraction of Byzantium in the 10th and 11th centuries. This work serves impressively as both a
general introduction to the political, economic, and military history of the period and a narratively engaging
and clear interpretation of the causes and effects of the empire's rise and fall. The book nicely balances
explication and commentary; Kaldellis includes details that bring his history to life-such as the facial hair
patterns of a Byzantine enemy...The work is thus both educational and enjoyable, almost a canonical model
of how to write history for both lay and professional readers. This is a welcome introduction to Byzantine
history, which is little known in the West relative to earlier Greek or Roman periods and deserves wider
understanding and discussion." --Publisher's Weekly

About the Author

Anthony Kaldellis is Professor of Greek and Latin at The Ohio State University. Author of The Christian
Parthenon: Classicism and Pilgrimage in Byzantine Athens (CUP 2009) and Hellenism in Byzantium: The
Transformations of Greek Identity and the Reception of the Classical Tradition (CUP, 2007), among
numerous others (including two in progress OUP).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled
Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis
Series in Hellenic Culture)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Ryan Daggett:

This book untitled Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First
Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Mariano Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The
Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of
Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) as good book but not only by
the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Angel Jones:

This Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade
(Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information given
it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of
Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find



any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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