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Thislucid, lively, and completely up-to-date introduction to politics and
government in Texas isamust read for anyone wishing to better understand this
influential state on the national scene. The People, Economy, and Political
Culture of Texas; The Texas Constitution; The Federal Context of Texas
Policymaking; Political Participation in Texas; Interest Groups; Political Parties;
Elections; The Texas Legislature; The Executive Branch; The Judicial Branch;
City Government; Counties, School Districts, and Special Districts; State Budget
Policy; Criminal Justice. Anyone interested in Texas politics.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

Features:

- “National Perspective’” boxesin each chapter discuss policy and politicsin other states to give students a
sense of how Texas comparesto other statesin the U.S.

- “Getting Involved!” boxesin every chapter provide students with projects, encouragement, and specific
directions for participating in the policy process and getting involved in their communities, colleges, and
government.

- The"Let's Debate" feature in every chapter helps develop students' critical thinking skills, promotes
classroom discussion, and serves as an excellent starting point for term papers by examining various sides
of aprovocative, relevant issue under debate in government and politics today. Each box provides an
overview of the issue - highlighting its importance in the context of the chapter material - and ends with
guestions, suggested readings, and websites for further research.

- “What IsYour Opinion?” critical thinking questions placed throughout the running text draw students
into political controversies discussed in the text and help to develop students' critical thinking skills.

- “Key Terms’ in the text margins define important terms as students read them, facilitating student
understanding and serving as a useful study tool and handy reference.

- A robust and integrated pedagogical program, containing Outlines, Learning Objectives, Key Terms,
and NEW practice tests hel ps students organi ze their study and reinforce concepts.

New to this Edition:

- Practice testsbound into the back of thetext! Thisbook is published asa"Longman Study Edition;"
Neal Tannahill has therefore written a set of chapter tests -- consisting of 30 multiple-choice questions --
for each chapter. In addition to giving students practice taking exams, the author has designed the
guestions to walk students through chapter content section by section, thus ensuring student mastery of
course material.

- New Chapter on Criminal Justice! This new addition to the text — Chapter 14 —is fully up-to-date with
the latest crime statistics, and provides coverage of important topics including the criminal prosecution
process, capital punishment, corrections, juvenile justice, criminal justice policymaking, and more.

- The new edition includes increased or updated coverage of the following topics:

s Ch. 1: Include discussion of illegal immigration and its impact on Texas government and the economy.

s Ch. 2: Update on the gay marriage controversy in Massachusetts.

s Ch. 3: Examination of the Real ID act and its impact on state governments and state residents.

s Ch 4: Debate between Republicans and Democrats on requiring picture ID in order to cast a ballot and
discussion of turnout in the 2006 statewide election.

= Ch 5: Discussion of lobbying fight between liquor wholesalers and package stores and examination of
the legislative agenda of the religious right.

s Ch. 6: Discuss the gains made by the Democratic Party in the 2006 el ection and consider whether the
Democrats are making a comeback sufficient to restore them to power in the foreseeable future.

s Ch. 7: Some of the most important political battlesin 2006 took place not in the general election but in
the Republican primary between candidates supported by James L eininger and candidates backed by the
Texas Parent PAC. The chapter examines how behind-the-scenes primary battles shape legisative



policymaking.

~ Ch. 8: The 80" legislature began and ended with a battle over who would be speaker. The chapter
considers the effort to oust Speaker Tom Craddick as an episode in the transition of the Texas
legislature from a nonpartisan to a partisan body.

= Ch 9: In 2007, Governor Perry issued an executive order to require schoolgirls to be vaccinated for
HPV. The chapter examines the controversy surrounding the order as part of an ongoing effort by the
governor to expand the powers of his office.

= Ch. 11: Farmers Branch adopted a set of ordinances designed to address the issue of illegal
immigration.

= Ch 12: Includes a new section on merit pay, afeature on school choicein Cleveland, Ohio., and covers
the legislature and the governor replace the TAKS graduation test with end-of-course exams.

s Ch 13: Feature on universal healthcare in Massachusetts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Curt Hall:

This book untitled Texas Government: Policy and Politics to be one of several booksin which best seller in
thisyear, thisis because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So thereis no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Ronald Cleary:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several waysto
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Texas Government: Policy and Politics, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Haley Berg:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyonein thisworld could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them isthis Texas
Government: Policy and Politics.



Michael Velez;

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Texas Government: Policy and Politics or maybe
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Texas Government: Policy and Politics to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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