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Amid all the hand-wringing about the loss of community in America these days,
here is a book that celebrates the ability of neighborhoods to heal themselves
from within. John McKnight shows how competent communities have been
invaded and colonized by professionalized services—often with devastating
results. Overwhelmed by these social services, the spirit of community falters:
families collapse, schools fail, violence spreads, and medical systems spiral out
of control. Instead of more or better services, the basis for resolving many of
America’s social problems is the community capacity of the local citizens.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
An illuminating look at how the experts' best efforts to rebuild and revitalize communities are in fact
destroying them.

From the Back Cover
Amid all the hand-wringing about the loss of community in America these days, here is a book that
celebrates the ability of neighborhoods to heal from within. John McKnight tells how the experts' best efforts
to rebuild and revitalize communities are in fact destroying them. McKnight focuses on four "counterfeiting"
aspects of society: professionalism, medicine, human service systems, and the criminal justice system.
Because in many areas the ideological roots of service grow from a religious ideal, the book concludes with a
reflection on the idea of Christian service and its transformation into carelessness. Reforming our human
service institutions won't work, McKnight writes. These systems do too much, intervene where they are
ineffective, and try to substitute service for irreplaceable care. Instead of more or better services, the book
demonstrates that the community capacity of the local citizens is the basis for resolving many of America's
social problems.

About the Author

John McKnight is the coauthor of a guide for community development entitled Community Building from
the Inside Out. He is the director of the Community Studies Program at the Center for Urban Affairs and
Policy Research at Northwestern University, where he also teaches. He lives in Evanston, Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Careless Society:
Community And Its Counterfeits. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Sandra Hughes:

The event that you get from The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits giving
you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with



you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that The Careless Society:
Community And Its Counterfeits instantly.

Crystal Parrish:

Beside this particular The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it
from currently!

Benita Newton:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Careless Society: Community
And Its Counterfeits to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits can to be your
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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