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From bone fetishism in the ancient world to painted skulls in Austria and
Bavaria: an unusual and compelling work of cultural history.

It is sometimes said that death is the last taboo, but it was not always so. For
centuries, religious establishments constructed decorated ossuaries and charnel
houses that stand as masterpieces of art created from human bone. These unique
structures have been pushed into the footnotes of history; they were part of a
dialogue with death that is now silent.

The sites in this specially photographed and brilliantly original study range from
the Monastery of Santa Maria delle Grazie in Palermo, where the living would
visit mummified or skeletal remains and lovingly dress them; to the Paris
catacombs; to fantastic bone-encrusted creations in Austria, Cambodia, the Czech
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Germany, Greece, Italy, Peru, Portugal, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, and elsewhere.

Paul Koudounaris photographed more than seventy sites for this book. He
analyzes the role of these remarkable memorials within the cultures that created
them, as well as the mythology and folklore that developed around them, and
skillfully traces a remarkable human endeavor. 290 photographs, 260 in color
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It is sometimes said that death is the last taboo, but it was not always so. For centuries, religious
establishments constructed decorated ossuaries and charnel houses that stand as masterpieces of art created
from human bone. These unique structures have been pushed into the footnotes of history; they were part of
a dialogue with death that is now silent.

The sites in this specially photographed and brilliantly original study range from the Monastery of Santa
Maria delle Grazie in Palermo, where the living would visit mummified or skeletal remains and lovingly
dress them; to the Paris catacombs; to fantastic bone-encrusted creations in Austria, Cambodia, the Czech
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Germany, Greece, Italy, Peru, Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Switzerland, and elsewhere.

Paul Koudounaris photographed more than seventy sites for this book. He analyzes the role of these
remarkable memorials within the cultures that created them, as well as the mythology and folklore that
developed around them, and skillfully traces a remarkable human endeavor. 290 photographs, 260 in color
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Editorial Review

Review
“. . . an astounding achievement, both as a literary and photographic work.” (Fangoria)

“Koudounaris gracefully transcends mere ghastliness and ghoulishness to challenge cultural perceptions of
death, both current and centuries old. The result is not only a highly original work of great visual beauty and
rigorous scholarship but also a surprisingly intimate and tender meditation on what the author calls 'the
dialogue with the dead.'” (Bloomsbury Review)

“The photos of the skulls alone justify the purchase.” (Talk)

About the Author
Paul Koudounaris received his doctorate from the art history department at UCLA. His previous books
include The Empire of Death and Heavenly Bodies. He lives in Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries
and Charnel Houses as the daily resource information.

Jerrod Spicher:

The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Empire
of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses although doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

You can obtain this The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses by check out



the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Colleen Williams:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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