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Embracing the viewpoints of Catholic, Protestant, or Orthodox thinkers, of
conservatives, liberals, radicals, and agnostics, Christianity today is anything but
monolithic or univocal. In The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought, general
editor Adrian Hastings has tried to capture a sense of the great diversity of
opinion that swirls about under the heading of Christian thought. Indeed, the 260
contributors, who hail from twenty countries, represent as wide a range of
perspectives as possible.
Here is a comprehensive and authoritative (though not dogmatic) overview of the
full spectrum of Christian thinking. Within its 600 alphabetically arranged
entries, readers will find lengthy survey articles on the history of Christian
thought, on national and regional traditions, and on various denominations, from
Anglican to Unitarian. There is ample coverage of Eastern thought as well,
examining the Christian tradition in China, Japan, India, and Africa. The
contributors examine major theological topics such as resurrection, the Eucharist,
and grace as well as controversial issues such as homosexuality and abortion. In
addition, short entries illuminate symbols such as water and wine, and there are
many profiles of leading theologians, of non-Christians who have deeply
influenced Christian thinking, including Aristotle and Plato, and of literary
figures such as Dante, Milton, and Tolstoy. Most articles end with a list of
suggested readings and the book features a large number of cross-references.
The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought is an indispensable guide to one of
the central strands of Western culture. An essential volume for all Christians, it is
a thoughtful gift for the holidays.
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and agnostics, Christianity today is anything but monolithic or univocal. In The Oxford Companion to
Christian Thought, general editor Adrian Hastings has tried to capture a sense of the great diversity of
opinion that swirls about under the heading of Christian thought. Indeed, the 260 contributors, who hail from
twenty countries, represent as wide a range of perspectives as possible.
Here is a comprehensive and authoritative (though not dogmatic) overview of the full spectrum of Christian
thinking. Within its 600 alphabetically arranged entries, readers will find lengthy survey articles on the
history of Christian thought, on national and regional traditions, and on various denominations, from
Anglican to Unitarian. There is ample coverage of Eastern thought as well, examining the Christian tradition
in China, Japan, India, and Africa. The contributors examine major theological topics such as resurrection,
the Eucharist, and grace as well as controversial issues such as homosexuality and abortion. In addition, short
entries illuminate symbols such as water and wine, and there are many profiles of leading theologians, of
non-Christians who have deeply influenced Christian thinking, including Aristotle and Plato, and of literary
figures such as Dante, Milton, and Tolstoy. Most articles end with a list of suggested readings and the book
features a large number of cross-references.
The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought is an indispensable guide to one of the central strands of
Western culture. An essential volume for all Christians, it is a thoughtful gift for the holidays.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
For The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought, the editors gathered together over 250 scholars, mostly
British or American, including what one might call a "celebrity" contributor or two. There's an article each
by the archbishop of Canterbury and his predecessor. As one would expect from an Oxford Companion, it is
a collection of impressively thoughtful, scholarly, perhaps slightly stodgy, brief summaries of academia's
collected erudition on a broad selection of big subjects. That said, it aims to be more at the level of the
general reader than, say, The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, with fewer and longer articles and
briefer reading lists.

The book is unable to be as much of a compendium of consensus as such standard reference works usually
are because in many cases there is no consensus to record. The editors' have invited contributors with a
sympathy for a particular subject to write on it, and this one volume contains a multitude of viewpoints--all
expressed within the courteous and cautious limits of the academically respectable and predominantly from
theologically liberal perspectives. The angles of approach of the articles on, for example, evangelicalism,
homosexuality, and Thomas Aquinas reflect the vastly diverging views of different parts of the Christian
world, some more orthodox than others. These differences add an extra level of interest to what is destined to
be a standard reference for a long time to come. --David Pickering, Amazon.co.uk

From Booklist
This new Oxford Companion gives a splendid panoramic view of the Christian intellectual tradition geared
for the casual reader but aptly suited for scholarly consumption. The more than 600 alphabetically arranged
entries range in length from several paragraphs to several pages when treating topics like Medical ethics,
Protestantism, or the theological concept Revelation. Biographical entries include a limited number of
historical personalities like Aristotle, Jesus, Origen, and Martin Luther, while contemporary twentieth-
century thinkers like Karl Barth, Graham Greene, and John Paul II dominate the text. The editors added a
helpful index of names that do not have their own entries but are mentioned and developed in supportive
subject areas.

The volume clearly illustrates the vast diversity of opinion operative in modern Christian thought.
Conservatives, radicals, religious practitioners, philosophers, and unbelievers share an equal spotlight. Each
entry is signed by one of 260 Catholic, Protestant, or Orthodox contributors hailing from renowned
universities throughout the world, giving requisite authority to the work. Considerable coverage is given to
Eastern thought and the experiences of Christianity in places like Africa China, and India. The brief
bibliographies direct the reader to a balanced presentation of the subject discussed, as evidenced in the entry
Homosexuality. Here eight sources are cited, showing both the historical understanding of homosexuality and
the leading moral variances. Cross-references lead from the reading of one article to another.

This reasonably priced title is recommended for all academic and large public libraries. The highly regarded
Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (3d ed., 1997) is a necessary complement because of its greater
specificity and more comprehensive bibliographies. REVWR
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
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"Oxford, the king of reference publishing, sets the standard once again with this thoughtful guide to 2,000
years of Christian intellectual history.... This volume is a keeper, a reference that will be faithfully consulted
for many years to come."
--Publishers Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Owen Ray:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions). Try
to stumble through book The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions) as your friend.
It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Miguel Philip:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
eligible The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions)? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lawrence Elam:

The actual book The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Oxford Companion to
Christian Thought (Oxford Companions) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Isaiah Owens:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions) when you necessary
it?
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