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Theatrical anecdotes are almost as old as the theatre itself. For much of its 2,500-
year history, the stage has teemed with real characters and real stories as
fascinating as any created by a dramatist. Ranging from the age of Aristophanes
to the time of Tennessee Williams, this book is a motherlode of tales about
backstage rivalries, thespian eccentricity, the parsimony of producers, and
indignities suffered on tour.
Here we encounter Judith Anderson's unique method of working herself into a
frenzy for her first entrance in Medea: deliberately provoking her co-star and
arch-enemy Florence Reed. We get Oscar Wilde's own assessment of the first
performance of Lady Windermere's Fan ("The play was a great success, but the
audience was a total failure"). And we learn of Shakespeare's wild oats and why
Moliere's grave had to be dug an extra four feet deep. David Garrick, Sarah
Bernhardt, Noel Coward, Donald Wolfit, Laurence Olivier, John Gielgud, Helen
Hays, and a cast of hundreds are present in these pages--along with directors,
producers, critics, prompters, prop men, designers, and ghosts. Although the
book brims with the glittering and the glamourous, Peter Hay does not neglect
those legions of near-anonymous players and professionals without whom the
stars would not be stars and the theatre could not exist.
The ideal gift book for anyone who has ever been stage-struck, Theatrical
Anecdotes is both richly entertaining and wonderfully edifying. Organized by
topic, it contains hundreds of tips for all theatrical professionals, directs scholars
and students to a wealth of historical sources, and treats lovers of theatre to a
feast of backstage secrets that will permanently enrich their appreciation of the
art.
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Theatrical anecdotes are almost as old as the theatre itself. For much of its 2,500-year history, the stage has
teemed with real characters and real stories as fascinating as any created by a dramatist. Ranging from the
age of Aristophanes to the time of Tennessee Williams, this book is a motherlode of tales about backstage
rivalries, thespian eccentricity, the parsimony of producers, and indignities suffered on tour.
Here we encounter Judith Anderson's unique method of working herself into a frenzy for her first entrance in
Medea: deliberately provoking her co-star and arch-enemy Florence Reed. We get Oscar Wilde's own
assessment of the first performance of Lady Windermere's Fan ("The play was a great success, but the
audience was a total failure"). And we learn of Shakespeare's wild oats and why Moliere's grave had to be
dug an extra four feet deep. David Garrick, Sarah Bernhardt, Noel Coward, Donald Wolfit, Laurence Olivier,
John Gielgud, Helen Hays, and a cast of hundreds are present in these pages--along with directors,
producers, critics, prompters, prop men, designers, and ghosts. Although the book brims with the glittering
and the glamourous, Peter Hay does not neglect those legions of near-anonymous players and professionals
without whom the stars would not be stars and the theatre could not exist.
The ideal gift book for anyone who has ever been stage-struck, Theatrical Anecdotes is both richly
entertaining and wonderfully edifying. Organized by topic, it contains hundreds of tips for all theatrical
professionals, directs scholars and students to a wealth of historical sources, and treats lovers of theatre to a
feast of backstage secrets that will permanently enrich their appreciation of the art.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This is a hodgepodge of humorous anecdotes, primarily from the British theater, loosely organized under
such chapter headings as "The Ages of Acting," "Dramatists," and "On the Road." Some of the anecdotes are
quoted directly from other sources, but many are paraphrased by Hay, often awkwardly. The original source
of each anecdote is listed at the end of the book. A number of them have explanatory notes by Hay; others
need notes. The lack of consistency in the narrative voice creates a choppiness of style that is annoying.
Some of the anecdotes bring a chuckle, and there is a useful index, but overall this is not a necessary item.
Marcia L. Perry, Berkshire Athenaeum, Pittsfield, Mass.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

About the Author:
Peter Hay, born into a theatrical family in Budapest, was educated at Haileybury and Oxford and worked in
Canada as a dramaturge, play publisher, and critic. Living in Los Angeles since 1980, he has taught theatre
history and dramaturgy at UCLA and USC. He is artistic director of First Stage, where he helps writers to
develop plays and film scripts. He is the author of Ordinary Heroes and is working on several other anecdote
books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Davis:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Theatrical Anecdotes.

Jacqueline Harding:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Theatrical Anecdotes. You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Theatrical Anecdotes. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's go through.



Kimberly Gomez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read will be Theatrical Anecdotes.

Paige Robinson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Theatrical
Anecdotes.
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