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This ground-breaking and exhaustive analysis of university ranking surveys
scrutinizes their theoretical bases, methodological issues, societal impact, and
policy implications, providing readers with a deep understanding of these
controversial comparators. The authors propose that university rankings are
misused by policymakers and institutional leaders alike. They assert that these
interested parties overlook the highly problematic internal logic of ranking
methodologies even as they obsess over the surveys’ assessment of their status.
The result is that institutions suffer from short-termism, realigning their resources
to maximize their relative rankings. While rankings are widely used in policy and
academic discussions, this is the first book to explore the theoretical and
methodological issues of ranking itself. It is a welcome contribution to an often
highly charged debate. Far from showing how to manipulate the system, this
collection of work by key researchers aims to enlighten interested parties.
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problematic internal logic of ranking methodologies even as they obsess over the surveys’ assessment of
their status. The result is that institutions suffer from short-termism, realigning their resources to maximize
their relative rankings. While rankings are widely used in policy and academic discussions, this is the first
book to explore the theoretical and methodological issues of ranking itself. It is a welcome contribution to an
often highly charged debate. Far from showing how to manipulate the system, this collection of work by key
researchers aims to enlighten interested parties.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is the best book going on university rankings. It provides a reliable, readable, wide-ranging guide for
the policy maker, university leader, scholar and would be doctoral student who wants to make sense of the
mass of ranking data now available. Shin, Toutkoushian and Teichler tell us how to sort the good, the bad
and the ugly in university comparison. A strength of the book, one that guarantees its broad relevance, is the
inclusion of contributions from each of the world’s major zones of higher education.”

Simon Marginson, Professor, University of Melbourne

 

 “This volume makes an impressive contribution to our understanding of the international obsession with
university rankings. Shin, Toutkoushian, and Teichler, along with their contributing authors, examine the
topic from multiple perspectives that will appeal to administrators, scholars, and public audiences alike.
Grounded in organizational theory, the volume sheds light on the many ranking methodologies ranging from
simplistic and descriptive to intricate and multivariate. Not only do several chapters illuminate the relevant
measurement issues, but other chapters address the social impact of the rankings themselves and how they
influence university behavior. No other book combines such a rich collection of international perspectives
and so effectively fills a gap in the literature.”

James Fredericks Volkwein, Professor, Pennsylvania State University

“This book offers a comprehensive and very timely analysis of a topic of central importance to contemporary
higher education: university rankings. Contributors to the book provide a key to the understanding of the
theoretical basis and methodological foundations of rankings and their impact on higher education systems
and institutions. Illuminating the amazing popularity of rankings, broad and refreshing reflection on the
drivers and consequences of rankings are offered.”

Jürgen Enders, Professor, University of Twente

 

 “Since the rankings and indicators of universities are proliferating, this book appears in due time for
generating some overview of the field. Do the rankings measure efficiency (in terms of output/input) or
effectiveness (in terms of stated goals)? Is one comparing apples with oranges? For example, since
mathematicians provide fewer references than molecular biologists, would a university be well advised to
close its mathematics department? Would Harvard still be at the top of the list if publications/dollar were
used for the ranking? These and such questions require further reflection. The authors have done a
commendable job in organizing the state of the art.”



Loet Leydesdorff, Professor, University of Amsterdam

 

…” Though not all aspects covered in the book are new, the 13 scholar?contributors to this book, make it a
good reading on what is becoming an increasingly important issue, for the graduate students and
policy?makers as well.”

Jandhyala B.G. Tilak, National University of Educational Planning and Administration, New Delhi, India
Journal of Educational Planning and Administration
Volume XXVII, No. 2, April 2013, pp. 209?224
http://www.nuepa.org/Pub_Jepa.html

 

From the Back Cover

This ground-breaking and exhaustive analysis of university ranking surveys scrutinizes their theoretical
bases, methodological issues, societal impact, and policy implications, providing readers with a deep
understanding of these controversial comparators. The authors propose that university rankings are misused
by policymakers and institutional leaders alike. They assert that these interested parties overlook the highly
problematic internal logic of ranking methodologies even as they obsess over the surveys’ assessment of
their status. The result is that institutions suffer from short-termism, realigning their resources to maximize
their relative rankings. While rankings are widely used in policy and academic discussions, this is the first
book to explore the theoretical and methodological issues of ranking itself. It is a welcome contribution to an
often highly charged debate. Far from showing how to manipulate the system, this collection of work by key
researchers aims to enlighten interested parties.

 “This is the best book going on university rankings. It provides a reliable, readable, wide-ranging guide for
the policy maker, university leader, scholar and would be doctoral student who wants to make sense of the
mass of ranking data now available. Shin, Toutkoushian and Teichler tell us how to sort the good, the bad
and the ugly in university comparison. A strength of the book, one that guarantees its broad relevance, is the
inclusion of contributions from each of the world’s major zones of higher education.”

Simon Marginson, Professor, University of Melbourne

 "This book offers a comprehensive and very timely analysis of a topic of central importance to
contemporary higher education: university rankings. Contributors to the book provide a key to the
understanding of the theoretical basis and methodological foundations of rankings and their impact on
higher education systems and institutions. Illuminating the amazing popularity of rankings, broad and
refreshing reflection on the drivers and consequences of rankings are offered.”

Jürgen Enders, Professor, University of Twente

 

 



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie King:

The book University Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education
(The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in International Comparative Perspective)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave a good thing like a book University Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology and Impacts
on Global Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in International
Comparative Perspective)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book University
Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The Changing
Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in International Comparative Perspective) has simple shape
but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Lopez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this University Rankings: Theoretical Basis,
Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic
Profession in International Comparative Perspective) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation University Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education
(The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in International Comparative Perspective) as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by
its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Maurice Miller:

This University Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The
Changing Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in International Comparative Perspective) is great
e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great
arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having University Rankings: Theoretical Basis,
Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic
Profession in International Comparative Perspective) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt that will?



Darrell Mayo:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book University Rankings: Theoretical Basis,
Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic
Profession in International Comparative Perspective) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve University Rankings: Theoretical Basis,
Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic
Profession in International Comparative Perspective) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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