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Now in a fully updated edition, this essential text explores the other half of
Europe_the new and future members of the European Union along with the
problems and potential they bring to the region and to the world stage. Clear and
comprehensive, it offers an authoritative and up-to-date analysis of the
transformations and realities in Central and Eastern Europe, the Baltics, and
Ukraine. Divided into two parts, the book presents a set of comparative country
case studies as well as thematic chapters on key issues, including EU and NATO
expansion, the economic transition and its social ramifications, the role of
women, persistent problems of ethnicity and nationalism, and political reform.
New to this edition is a chapter on Albania. Leading scholars provide the
historical context for the current situation of each country in the region. They
explain how communism ended and how democratic politics has emerged or is
struggling to emerge in its wake, how individual countries have transformed their
economies, how their populations have been affected by rapid and wrenching
change, and how foreign policy making has evolved. For students and specialists
alike, this book will be an invaluable resource on the newly democratizing states
of Europe.
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world stage. Clear and comprehensive, it offers an authoritative and up-to-date analysis of the
transformations and realities in Central and Eastern Europe, the Baltics, and Ukraine. Divided into two parts,
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Editorial Review

Review
PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION Wolchik and Curry have assembled an all-star cast of experts for an
authoritative assessment of the progress the region has made toward liberal democracy and a market
economy in the last two decades. The book's particular strength is to cast the process in terms of a return to
Europe. It thus pays attention not only to crucial developments in domestic politics but also to the influence
of important international actors. Another exceptionally useful feature is the inclusion ofessays that address
important issues cross-nationally, as well as in-depth studies of each country individually, making the book
especially valuable to students and scholars interested in the politics of the region and those interested in the
interactionbetween domestic issues and global political and economic forces.. (Michael Bernhard)

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION A useful text and reference book. These essays are at their best in
serving both area study and political sociology..... (Slavic Review)

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION This is a straightforward and lucid overview of the paths taken away
from communism by Central and East European states. The authors effectively address the domestic and
international influences on the course of political development in the former communist states. The book is
highly recommended to anyone who wants a clear picture of a complex and important region and its
constituent partssss (Zvi Gitelman)

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION This is a straightforward and lucid overview of the paths taken away
from communism by Central and East European states. The authors effectively address the domestic and
international influences on the course of political development in the former communist states. The book is
highly recommended to anyone who wants a clear picture of a complex and important region and its
constituent parts (Zvi Gitelman)

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION Wolchik and Curry have assembled an all-star cast of experts for an
authoritative assessment of the progress the region has made toward liberal democracy and a market
economy in the last two decades. The book's particular strength is to cast the process in terms of a return to
Europe. It thus pays attention not only to crucial developments in domestic politics but also to the influence
of important international actors. Another exceptionally useful feature is the inclusion of essays that address
important issues cross-nationally, as well as in-depth studies of each country individually, making the book
especially valuable to students and scholars interested in the politics of the region and those interested in the
interaction between domestic issues and global political and economic forces. (Michael Bernhard)

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION A useful text and reference book. These essays are at their best in
serving both area study and political sociology. (Slavic Review)

Wolchik (George Washington Univ.) and Curry (Santa Clara Univ.) have edited a useful textbook designed
for undergraduate classes that includes chapters dedicated to various themes and countries in Central and
East Europe. The first section surveys the political transition, the efforts to re-create the free market
economy, the problems raised by ethnic diversity and nationalist sentiment, women's participation in post-
communist politics, and the accession to NATO and the EU. The second section includes in-depth case
studies of Poland, the Czech and Slovak Republics, Hungary, the Baltic states, Bulgaria, Romania, Albania,
Ukraine, and the former Yugoslav republics. Comprehensive neither in its choice of topics nor in its



selection of countries, the volume does manage to describe the most important challenges Central and East
Europe faced during both the communist and post-communist periods up until 2010. Also see Burdens of
Freedom: Eastern Europe Since 1989, CH, May'07, 44-5276. Recommended. General readers,
undergraduate students, graduate students, and research faculty (Choice Choice)

About the Author
Sharon L. Wolchik is professor of political science at George Washington University. Jane L. Curry is
professor of political science at Santa Clara University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henrietta Roderick:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Central and East European Politics: From
Communism to Democracy is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Bridget Dell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Central and East European Politics: From Communism to Democracy.

Leon Fisher:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books
in the top record in your reading list will be Central and East European Politics: From Communism to
Democracy. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Nancy Byrom:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in



addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book Central and East European Politics: From Communism to Democracy we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Central and
East European Politics: From Communism to Democracy. You can more desirable than now.
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