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This book is a study of the literary strategies which the first professional
philosophers used to market their respective disciplines. Philosophers of fourth-
century BCE Athens developed the emerging genre of the "protreptic" (literally,
"turning" or "converting"). Simply put, protreptic discourse uses a rhetoric of
conversion that urges a young person to adopt a specific philosophy in order to
live a good life. The author argues that the fourth-century philosophers used
protreptic discourses to market philosophical practices and to define and
legitimize a new cultural institution: the school of higher learning (the first in
Western history). Specifically, the book investigates how competing educators in
the fourth century produced protreptic discourses by borrowing and transforming
traditional and contemporary "voices" in the cultural marketplace. They aimed to
introduce and promote their new schools and define the new professionalized
discipline of "philosophy." While scholars have typically examined the
discourses and practices of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle in isolation from one
another, this study rather combines philosophy, narratology, genre theory, and
new historicism to focus on the discursive interaction between the three
philosophers: each incorporates the discourse of his competitors into his
protreptics. Appropriating and transforming the discourses of their competition,
these intellectuals created literary texts that introduced their respective
disciplines to potential students.
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This book is a study of the literary strategies which the first professional philosophers used to market their
respective disciplines. Philosophers of fourth-century BCE Athens developed the emerging genre of the
"protreptic" (literally, "turning" or "converting"). Simply put, protreptic discourse uses a rhetoric of
conversion that urges a young person to adopt a specific philosophy in order to live a good life. The author
argues that the fourth-century philosophers used protreptic discourses to market philosophical practices and
to define and legitimize a new cultural institution: the school of higher learning (the first in Western history).
Specifically, the book investigates how competing educators in the fourth century produced protreptic
discourses by borrowing and transforming traditional and contemporary "voices" in the cultural marketplace.
They aimed to introduce and promote their new schools and define the new professionalized discipline of
"philosophy." While scholars have typically examined the discourses and practices of Plato, Isocrates, and
Aristotle in isolation from one another, this study rather combines philosophy, narratology, genre theory, and
new historicism to focus on the discursive interaction between the three philosophers: each incorporates the
discourse of his competitors into his protreptics. Appropriating and transforming the discourses of their
competition, these intellectuals created literary texts that introduced their respective disciplines to potential
students.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...[An] inspring book.... Collins' book is an altogether welcome contribution to our understanding of the
cultural context in which Plato's philosophy originated." --Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"...this book makes a convincing case for the dazzling subtlety of so-called 'philosophical' school-masters'
student-luring literary self-representations. Scholars concerned with the 'protreptic' genre should study it
carefully, as well as those working on the Euthydemus, Isocrates' speeches about 'philosophy,' and mid-
fourth-century Athenian intellectual history." --Classical Journal

About the Author

James Collins is Assistant Professor of Classics at the University of Southern California. His dissertation
was entitled "Philosophical Advertisements: Protreptic Marketing in Fourth-century Greek Culture."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

The book Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle to get your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like available and read a publication Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of
Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

William Phillips:

This book untitled Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it
via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
publication from your list.



Louis McCarthy:

The reserve with title Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle has lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Karl Henderson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Exhortations to Philosophy: The
Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this
one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We
should have Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle.
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