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Game Strategy and Tactics for Basketball: Preparing to Win the Sideline Battles
is both a how-to book and a guide for how to plan strategy and tactics for
basketball for an entire season or an individual game. Coaches often focus on X's
and O's and overlook how and when a particular offense or defense should be
applied and used during a game. Game Strategy and Tactics for Basketball:
Preparing to Win the Sideline Battles serves as a planning guide and a master
checklist for all the possible situations that a coach will face during a season. The
book includes both traditional and some "out-of-the-box" strategies to the
common situations that coaches face and provides both the pros and the cons of
the approaches described. It is not the author's intention to tell each coach exactly
what to do, but to serve as a guide in the decision making process.

About the author:
A 24 year veteran of the coaching profession, with twenty-two of those years
spent as a varsity head coach, Coach Kevin Sivils amassed 464 wins and his
teams earned berths in the state playoffs 19 out of 22 seasons with his teams
advancing to the state semi-finals three times. An eight time Coach of the Year
Award winner, Coach Sivils has traveled as far as the Central African Republic
to conduct coaching clinics. Coach Sivils first coaching stint was as an assistant
coach for his college alma mater, Greenville College, located in Greenville,
Illinois. His teams were always known for their discipline, intense effort,
execution of fundamentals, and team play.
Coach Sivils is also the owner of KCS Basketball Enterprises, LLC, an enterprise
focused on providing coaches with information to improve their knowledge of
the game of basketball and their ability to coach.

"If you have been looking for a rigorously thorough handbook on basketball
tactics and strategy, you have found it!"
Coach Doug Porter - Head Women's Coach, Olivet Nazarene University
National Scoring leaders: 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008
Chicagoland Collegiate Athletic Conference Champions: 2000, 2005, 2007

"His thought provoking approach makes for an easy read and will definitely
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stimulate thought and, most likely, change the way you go about coaching!"
Rusty Rogers - Two time NAIA Division II Women's National Championship
Coach and Two time NAIA National Coach of the Year

"Coach Sivils clearly brings his experience in the game of basketball to his
writing. He is a great teacher who acquired great gifts over the years and it's great
he wants to share those gifts with other coaches."
Bill Reidy - Long time successful high school and AAU coach
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found it!"
Coach Doug Porter - Head Women's Coach, Olivet Nazarene University
National Scoring leaders: 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008
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Editorial Review

Review
I got my hands on a new book this past week, Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball from my friend
Kevin Sivils. I first met Kevin as an assistant on Dale Brown's staff and immediately recognized a passion on
his part to TEACH -- which is why I am not surprised that his book is an excellent one. The book itself is
different but is exactly one that so many coaches need. If you are looking for some plays, quick-hitters and
detailed X & O's, this isn't the book. But if you are looking for help to better teach the X & O's and, most
importantly, apply them in game situations than this is a must read. There are thousands of books and videos
on plays but this is unique look at STRATEGY including the following sections:

The Right Approach Goes A Long Way It speaks to theories Kevin learned from Coach Wooden and Don
Meyer as well as understanding what you can control from the bench and what you cannot -- including your
relationship with officials.

The Logic Behind It Delves into both strategic thinking and tactical thinking

Management Issues Again, this is game coaching that we often don't give enough thought to such as
preparing to play at home and on the road, bench decorum and bench organization.

Failing to Plan is Planning to Fail This is a great chapter on planning and practicing special situations

Controlling What the Coach Can Control Detailed look at pre-game warm-up, substitutions, timeouts, and
jump balls

Some Thoughts on Defense A different look at defense with thoughts on how to foul for profit, special
defensive strategies and how and when to change defenses.

How Fast Do You Want to Play? Kevin talks about how to speed the game up and how to slow the game
down.

The End of the Game This is a section on understanding time and score, killing the clock and what do you
need to do to comeback in a game.

It is All in the Details A lot of great checklists to help your stay organized in a variety of areas.

From the Summary -- some thoughts from Kevin:

Coaches should always be thinking about teaching the game, and regardless of the outcome of the game,
never stop coaching and teaching the players!

The time to plan for special situations and bench coaching strategy and tactics is long before the game.

The coach should decide what to do before games so decisions will be made in a calm, unemotional
environment.

The coach's responsibility is to TEACH the players.



From the section on Bench Coaching for Success:

"Don't whine, don't complain, and don't make excuses!" - John Wooden

If ever there was a creed or slogan that every coach in every sport should adopt, this might be the one. All
players must accept responsibility for their actions, their inactions, and their individual responsibilities. It is
almost inbred in each of us as humans to resist these very things; thus, the need for coaches everywhere is to
teach the Wooden Rule.

Whining simply produces negativity and annoys other people. No one likes to be around a "whiner." It is not
good for the player, it is not good for the team, and it does not foster a positive team environment. It can also
be like a contagious virus. If one player whines unchecked long enough, the whining can spread like the
contagious virus. Whining also prevents a player from being proactive and taking steps to eliminate the very
thing that he or she is whining about, preventing the player from living up to his or her potential. --Coach
Bob Starkey - Associate Head Coach for the LSU Lady Tigers Basketball Team

I got my hands on a new book this past week, Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball from my friend
Kevin Sivils. I first met Kevin as an assistant on Dale Brown's staff and immediately recognized a passion on
his part to TEACH -- which is why I am not surprised that his book is an excellent one. The book itself is
different but is exactly one that so many coaches need. If you are looking for some plays, quick-hitters and
detailed X & O's, this isn't the book. But if you are looking for help to better teach the X & O's and, most
importantly, apply them in game situations than this is a must read. There are thousands of books and videos
on plays but this is unique look at STRATEGY. --Coach Bob Starkey - Associate Head Coach for the LSU
Lady Tigers Basketball Team

"If you have been looking for a rigorously thorough handbook on basketball tactics and strategy, you have
found it!" --Coach Doug Porter - Head Women's Coach, Olivet Nazarene University National Scoring
leaders: 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 Chicagoland Collegiate Athletic Conference Champions: 2000, 2005, 2007

"His thought provoking approach makes for an easy read and will definitely stimulate thought and, most
likely, change the way you go about coaching!" --Rusty Rogers - Two time NAIA Division II Women's
National Championship Coach and Two time NAIA National Coach of the Year

"Coach Sivils clearly brings his experience in the game of basketball to his writing. He is a great teacher who
acquired great gifts over the years and it's great he wants to share those gifts with other coaches." --Bill
Reidy - Long time successful high school and AAU coach

From the Back Cover
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acquired great gifts over the years and it's great he wants to share those gifts with other coaches."

Bill Reidy - Long time successful high school and AAU coach

About the Author
About the author: A 24 year veteran of the coaching profession, with twenty-two of those years spent as a
varsity head coach, Coach Kevin Sivils amassed 464 wins and his teams earned berths in the state playoffs
19 out of 22 seasons with his teams advancing to the state semi-finals three times. An eight time Coach of
the Year Award winner, Coach Sivils has traveled as far as the Central African Republic to conduct coaching
clinics. Coach Sivils first coaching stint was as an assistant coach for his college alma mater, Greenville
College, located in Greenville, Illinois. His teams were always known for their discipline, intense effort,
execution of fundamentals, and team play. Coach Sivils is also the owner of KCS Basketball Enterprises,
LLC, an enterprise focused on providing coaches with information to improve their knowledge of the game
of basketball and their ability to coach.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Floretta Simmons:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench
Coaching for Success. Try to make the book Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching
for Success as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Antonia Parham:

The book Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching for Success can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching for Success? Some of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching for Success
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Siobhan Wilcox:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching for Success book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to



you. The writer of Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching for Success content conveys
the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but
it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball:
Bench Coaching for Success is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Troy Kemp:

This Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching for Success are reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball:
Bench Coaching for Success can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Game Strategies and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching
for Success forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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