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Between 1391 and the end of the 15th century, numerous Spanish Jews converted
to Christianity, most of them under duress. Before and after 1492, when the Jews
were officially expelled from Spain, a significant number of these conversos
maintained clandestine ties to Judaism, despite their outward conformity to
Catholicism. Through the lens of the Inquisition's own records, this
groundbreaking study focuses on the crypto-Jewish women of Castile,
demonstrating their central role in the perpetuation of crypto-Jewish society in
the absence of traditional Jewish institutions led by men. Renee Levine
Melammed shows how many "conversas" acted with great courage and
commitment to perpetuate their religious heritage, seeing themselves as true
daughters of Israel. Her fascinating book sheds new light on the roles of women
in the transmission of Jewish traditions and cultures.
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Between 1391 and the end of the 15th century, numerous Spanish Jews converted to Christianity, most of
them under duress. Before and after 1492, when the Jews were officially expelled from Spain, a significant
number of these conversos maintained clandestine ties to Judaism, despite their outward conformity to
Catholicism. Through the lens of the Inquisition's own records, this groundbreaking study focuses on the
crypto-Jewish women of Castile, demonstrating their central role in the perpetuation of crypto-Jewish society
in the absence of traditional Jewish institutions led by men. Renee Levine Melammed shows how many
"conversas" acted with great courage and commitment to perpetuate their religious heritage, seeing
themselves as true daughters of Israel. Her fascinating book sheds new light on the roles of women in the
transmission of Jewish traditions and cultures.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...thoroughly researched and brilliantly written." --Midstream

"Melammed has done a fine job of bringing what should have long been a central topic in converso studies
from the periphery of the field to its rightful place."--The Jewish Quarterly Review

"Renée Levine Melammed has given us an impressive and thoughtful study of the records of the Inquisition,
showing how they can serve as an important source for documenting women's religion and demonstrating
how, during a difficult period, women perserved Jewish religious expression for men."--NASHIM

"The stories of these valiant women contribute profitably to Jewish and general history and to women's
studies."--Choice

"...[A]n interesting and important book that reveals a great deal about the lives of these Christian or Jewish
women on whom the Inquisition focused its wrath - in the belief that the flames of the auto-da-fe would save
their souls from the fires of hell."--Ha'aretz

"Renee Levine Melammed has given us an impressive and thoughtful study of the records of the Inquisition,
showing how they can serve as an important source for documenting women's religion and demonstrating
how, during a difficult period, women preserved Jewish religious expression for men."--Nashim

"...Melammed's analysis of the social history of the conversos is invaluable. She uncovers their jobs,
servants, social networks, religious practices, and even their diets....[She] makes clear the tragedy of their
unstable and precarious existence, a life that was aptly described by one crypto-Jew as 'like a cork [floating]
on the water'."--Sixteenth Century Journal

About the Author
Renee Levine Melammed is at Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Heretics or Daughters of Israel?: The Crypto-
Jewish Women of Castile.

Michael Riddle:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Heretics or Daughters of Israel?: The Crypto-Jewish Women of Castile as
your daily resource information.

Carroll Torres:

The guide untitled Heretics or Daughters of Israel?: The Crypto-Jewish Women of Castile is the publication
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Heretics or Daughters of Israel?: The Crypto-Jewish
Women of Castile from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jonathan Ownby:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Heretics or Daughters of Israel?:
The Crypto-Jewish Women of Castile to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the reserve Heretics or Daughters of Israel?: The Crypto-Jewish Women of Castile can
to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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