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"A gritty, fast-paced tale of revenge...Tight, terse prose harkens back to pulp
fiction of the 1950s...The work is a breath of fresh air from lengthy, trying-too-
hard-to-shock street lit and is an excellent choice for all metropolitan
collections."
--Library Journal (starred review, Pick of the Month)

"The urban setting is unnamed but familiar in this brief, bloody tale of wasted
lives lived short and hard."
--Publishers Weekly

"Simultaneously a fast-paced crime drama and an engrossing, unsentimental
moral tale, H.N.I.C. peers into the dark heart that underpins the codes of loyalty
and friendship, betrayal and vengeance."
--Brooklyn Daily Eagle

"In a genre that too often places incorrect ebonics in the mouths of black
characters and fails to cross the empathy gap to get into their heads, Savile and
Prodigy arrive at a seamless voice that is a refreshing take on crime fiction
tropes...if tone and texture are what you're looking for in your hardcore
literature...H.N.I.C. delivers the goods."
--Okayplayer

"H.N.I.C. is written by Prodigy himself and shows the extent to which good
rappers can make good storytellers."
--Brooklyn Based

"Ultimately, H.N.I.C. deals on all the right levels and is completely satisfying."
--Blackout Book Review

"If you don't have this novella in your library collection already, please be on the
lookout for this 2013 release, H.N.I.C., penned by Hip Hop artist Prodigy of the
group, Mobb Deep."
--StreetLiterature.com

"The strength of this novella, in addition to its straightforward prose and rapid
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pacing, rests on the universal theme at its center: loyalty. Loyalty and the bullshit
our friends put us through...Like any good work of crime, H.N.I.C. is grounded in
such common experiences and, like any good work of crime, it speaks to all of
us, despite the fact that very few of us can bypass an alarm system through some
computer trickery."
--Nerds of a Feather, Flock Together

"It tells the...urban tale of deceit, greed and questioned loyalty with just enough
drama to keep you turning the pages."
--Literary Jewels

"A brutal and quick read...custom-made for the big screen."
--Charles Tatum's Review Archive

Prodigy, from the legendary hip-hop group Mobb Deep, launches Akashic's new
Infamous Books imprint with a story of loyalty, vengeance, and greed.

Pappy tries to break out of the game before the head of his crew, Black, gets
them all killed. Against his better judgment Pappy agrees to do one last job, but
only because it's the price of his freedom. He knows his "brother" Black would
rather see him dead than let him walk away. Yet he still agrees to do the job
because Black isn't the only one who can't be trusted.

Further developing the stark realism and uncompromising streetwise narratives
of his lyrics, H.N.I.C. cements Prodigy's position as one of the foremost
chroniclers of contemporary urban life. Simultaneously a fast-paced crime drama
and an engrossing, unsentimental moral tale, H.N.I.C. peers into the dark heart
that underpins the codes of loyalty and friendship, betrayal and vengeance.

With H.N.I.C., Prodigy inaugurates Infamous Books, a revolutionary partnership
that pairs the Infamous Records brand with Brooklyn-based independent
publisher Akashic Books. Infamous Books' mission is to connect readers
worldwide to crime fiction and street lit authors both familiar and new.
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Prodigy, from the legendary hip-hop group Mobb Deep, launches Akashic's new Infamous Books imprint
with a story of loyalty, vengeance, and greed.

Pappy tries to break out of the game before the head of his crew, Black, gets them all killed. Against his
better judgment Pappy agrees to do one last job, but only because it's the price of his freedom. He knows his
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fast-paced crime drama and an engrossing, unsentimental moral tale, H.N.I.C. peers into the dark heart that
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The urban setting is unnamed but familiar in this brief, bloody tale of wasted lives lived short and hard, the
first offering from Akashic's new Infamous Books imprint. Patrick Pappy Carter hopes to score enough
money to leave town and use his self-taught computer skills to start a new life. Unpredictable Maurice Black
loves only the adrenaline rush of being in control and in danger regardless of risk. Black's girlfriend, Tonya
Deal, operates in a drug-induced fog and suffers whatever treatment Black subjects her to while secretly
caring for Carter. Carter's last job with Black and his crew goes bad quickly: a man is killed, and the gang
leaves empty-handed. A spiral of violence begins with Black's insistence on one more job, which Carter is
powerless to resist and which will test his love, loyalty, and survival skills. Rapper Johnson (of Mobb Deep)
and fantasy writer Savile (The Hollow Earth) only skim the emotional surface of this all-too-common human
tragedy. (Sept.)

Review

"You can tell that a true lyricist created this gritty tale about greed, betrayal, and street romance. The
wordplay is dead on. Combine that with the details that give the freshness of immediate experience and you
are no longer reading the story, you are suddenly a character in it. This is what good writing does--it puts you
right there in the middle of the action. Excellent read. Salute!"
--Miasha, best-selling author of Secret Society

"Prodigy is a proven storyteller and his skills spill over into the literature game effortlessly. This is a five-star
read."
--JaQuavis Coleman, best-selling coauthor of the Cartel series

"H.N.I.C. is a quick yet engaging read that kept me flipping the pages to see what would happen next."
--K'wan, best-selling author of Animal

About the Author

Albert "Prodigy" Johnson, as one half of the hip-hop phenomenon Mobb Deep, has sold millions of
albums and recorded with the elite of hip-hop, R&B, and rock. Prodigy is the founder and curator of
Infamous Books, and is the author of the memoir My Infamous Life and coauthor, with Steven Savile, of
H.N.I.C.. He lives in Queens, New York.

Steven Savile, a multiple finalist for the British Fantasy Award, has written for Doctor Who, Torchwood,
Primeval, Stargate, Warhammer, Sláine, Fireborn, Pathfinder, and other popular game and comic series. He
wrote the story for the international best-selling computer game Battlefield 3, which sold over five million
copies in its week of release, and served as head writer for the popular online children's game Spineworld.
He is the coauthor, with Albert "Prodigy" Johnson, of H.N.I.C..

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Andrew Murphy:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book H.N.I.C. seemed to be making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
e-book H.N.I.C. is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book H.N.I.C.. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Sandra Mendoza:

Here thing why that H.N.I.C. are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but
it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. H.N.I.C. giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that
similar with H.N.I.C.. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of H.N.I.C. in e-book can be your substitute.

Bruce Harrison:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this H.N.I.C..

Carolyn Lew:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is actually H.N.I.C.. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.
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