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Thrown into the heart of war with little training--and even less that would apply
to the battles in which they were engaged--the units of the 112th Cavalry
Regiment faced not only the Japanese enemy, but a rugged environment for
which they were ill-prepared. They also grappled with the continuing challenge
of learning new military skills and tactics across ever-shifting battlefields.

The 112th Cavalry Regiment entered federal service in November 1940 as war
clouds gathered thick on the horizon. By July 1942, the 112th was headed for the
Pacific theater.

As the war neared its end, the regiment again had to shift its focus quickly from
an anticipated offensive on the Japanese home islands to becoming part of the
occupation force in the land of a conquered enemy.

James S. Powell thoroughly mines primary documents and buttresses his story
with pertinent secondary accounts as he explores in detail the ways in which this
military unit adapted to the changing demands of its tactical and strategic
environment. He demonstrates that this learning was not simply a matter of
steadily building on experience and honing relevant skills. It also required
discovering shortcomings and promptly taking action to improve—often while in
direct contact with the enemy.
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Thrown into the heart of war with little training--and even less that would apply to the battles in which they
were engaged--the units of the 112th Cavalry Regiment faced not only the Japanese enemy, but a rugged
environment for which they were ill-prepared. They also grappled with the continuing challenge of learning
new military skills and tactics across ever-shifting battlefields.

The 112th Cavalry Regiment entered federal service in November 1940 as war clouds gathered thick on the
horizon. By July 1942, the 112th was headed for the Pacific theater.

As the war neared its end, the regiment again had to shift its focus quickly from an anticipated offensive on
the Japanese home islands to becoming part of the occupation force in the land of a conquered enemy.

James S. Powell thoroughly mines primary documents and buttresses his story with pertinent secondary
accounts as he explores in detail the ways in which this military unit adapted to the changing demands of its
tactical and strategic environment. He demonstrates that this learning was not simply a matter of steadily
building on experience and honing relevant skills. It also required discovering shortcomings and promptly
taking action to improve—often while in direct contact with the enemy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Powell provides the reader not just with a riveting narrative of GIs in combat but with a sharp analysis of
how a unit learns under fire. This is an exquisitely crafted unit history with important lessons for a military
confronting ever-changing enemies."-Peter Schrijvers, author, The GI War against Japan
(Peter Schrijvers author, The GI War against Japan)

"Learning under Fire recruits the reader into the 112th Cavalry Regiment and leads him through a combat
odyssey from Texas to Tokyo. Along the way the regiment learns to fight, fights to survive, and wishes it
could learn faster. James Powell has given us a clear-eyed account of combat in one of World War II's most
unsung and complex theaters."--Col. Matthew Moten, professor of history, West Point

(Col. Matthew Moten)

“The book represents a valuable contribution to today’s military, in addition to being a well-written history
of the 112th Cavalry during World War II.”—Alan M. Anderson, Army History
(Alan M. Anderson Army History 2012-12-19)

About the Author

JAMES S. POWELL is a lieutenant colonel in the United States Army. He deployed to Iraq in November
2006 and presently serves as a strategic plans and policy officer in the Defense Department's Office of Net
Assessment. His PhD is from Texas A&M University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Learning under Fire: The 112th Cavalry Regiment in World War II
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series). Try to make book Learning under Fire: The
112th Cavalry Regiment in World War II (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) as
your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.



Kenneth Roberts:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Learning under Fire: The 112th Cavalry
Regiment in World War II (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) book as beginner
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mary Russell:

This book untitled Learning under Fire: The 112th Cavalry Regiment in World War II (Williams-Ford Texas
A&M University Military History Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Sandra Lowe:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Learning under Fire: The 112th Cavalry Regiment in World War II (Williams-Ford
Texas A&M University Military History Series).
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