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An analysis of literary accounts of suffering from sub-Saharan Africa, this book
examines fiction and life-writing in English and French over the last forty years.
Drawing on writers from the canonical to the less well-known, it uses close
readings to examine the personal, social and political consequences of
representing pain in literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A wide-ranging scrutiny of the ethics and aesthetics of representing pain in narrative, this thought-
provoking study extends the geographical remit of trauma studies and the conceptual underpinnings of
'African literature'." Ranka Primorac, Lecturer, University of Southampton, UK

"Zoe Norridge has given us an extraordinarily rich, insightful and often moving account of the depiction of
pain in narratives by African writers, exploring literature's ability to do justice to the experience of suffering
in ways not available to the social sciences. Constantly alert to the political, ethical and aesthetic questions
that such writing raises, she traces the representation of pain as it occurs in fiction, testimony, memoir and
literary journalism from a number of African countries, without shying away from hard questions about the
role of literature in our dealings with pain and its consequences in the real world." Derek Attridge, Professor,
University of York, UK

"Perceiving Pain offers not only a detailed and thoughtful examination of the texts, but also of the challenges
faced by the writer: our motivations and conflicts, the possibilities and the limitations of constructing stories
around war and oppression, of what it is that literature can achieve and what, finally, makes a writer write."
Aminatta Forna, author of The Memory of Love

"This important new study challenges us to think about the ways in which pain and suffering have been
represented in African literature and the role of the writer and literary critic in relation to this. Norridge
weaves together an impressive breadth of critical material from across memory studies, trauma theory, and
medical anthropology to inform careful close readings that in turn bring new insights to broader debates in
African, postcolonial, and world literature... Perceiving Pain in African Literature, and the persuasive case it
makes for the potential of the literary to explore the particularity and personal nature of pain, makes a vital
contribution to debates about trauma, aesthetics, how pain is communicated and given meaning, and the role
of the literary critic. It deserves to be widely read and referenced both within the field of African literature
and literary studies, but also by scientists and social scientists concerned with experiences of suffering." Kate
Haines, Research in African Literatures

"Epistemological and ontological concerns on studies relating to pain, torture, suffering, and trauma have
continued to inspire serious research and ignite diverse critical debates. Zoe Norridge's Perceiving Pain in
African Literature is an immense contribution in this direction. With a well-defined scope of different
unique/subjective experiences and representations of pain the book addresses a wide range of texts with
insight... Using authors from Zimbabwe, Southern Africa, Cameroon, Senegal, Côte d'Ivoire, and Rwanda,
Norridge demonstrates erudition on her subject. The book is convincing and strongly recommended to any
researcher in African literary and social studies." Charles Ngiewih Teke, African Studies Quarterly

About the Author
Zoe Norridge is a Lecturer in English and Comparative Literature at King's College London, UK. She has
also taught African and Global Literature at the University of York, University of Oxford and the School of
Oriental and African Studies. In 2011 she was named one of ten BBC Radio 3 and AHRC New Generation
Thinkers.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ralph Humphries:

The book Perceiving Pain in African Literature gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Perceiving Pain in African
Literature to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a
reserve Perceiving Pain in African Literature. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Clarence Anderson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Perceiving Pain in African Literature was making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The guide Perceiving Pain in African Literature is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship using the book Perceiving Pain in African Literature. You never really feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Frank Godwin:

The book with title Perceiving Pain in African Literature has a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Michael Clark:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list will be Perceiving Pain in African Literature. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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