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When the red lilies bloom on the waterlogged fields, the birds panic that the
water ison fire. They fly helter-skelter trying to guard their nestlings under their
wings.

Red Lilies and Frightened Birdsis a collection of poemsin praise of the three
ancient Tamil royal dynasties Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas. Translated from the
early medieval Tamil classic Muttollayiram, these beautifully crafted verses
retain a surprisingly contemporary tone atestament to their enduring appeal over
the centuries. While some of them are odes to the splendour of the king s country
and city, his prowessin war, and the ruining of the enemy country, others reveal
how young women, deeply infatuated with the king, pine and long for him.

M.L. Thangappa s tranglation brilliantly bringsto life the playful inventiveness
and heady imagery of the original verses. Thisedition also includes an
illuminating introduction by A.R. Venkatachal apathy which placesthisclassicin
its historical and cultural context.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
A Khushwant Singh short story is not flamboyant but modest, restrained, well-crafted-Perhaps his greatest
gift asawriter isawonderful particularity of description™London Magazine

Khushwant Singh first established his reputation as awriter through the short story. His stories*wry,
poignant, erotic and, above all, human"bear testimony to Khushwant Singh's remarkable range and his ability
to create an unforgettable world. Spanning over half a century, this volume contains all the short stories
Khushwant Singh has ever written, including the delightfully tongue-in-cheek-The Maharani of
Chootiapuram', written in 2008. -Khushwant's stories enthrall-[He has]an ability akin to that of Somerset
Maugham-the ability to entertain intelligently™ India Today

-His stories are better than [those of] any Indian writing in English"Times of India

-The Collected Short Stories leaves the reader in a delightful ,inebriated trance™ Sunday Chronicle

-Heisnot an ordinary short story writer-[Collected Stories] is delightful reading™Hindustan Times

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Bernstein:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Portrait of a Lady:
Collected Stories suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Portrait of a Lady: Collected Storiesis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a number of peoplein the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and
so al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. Thisbook will give you agreat deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jonathan Sanders:

The e-book untitled Portrait of a Lady: Collected Storiesis the e-book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of analysis when write the
book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of
Portrait of aLady: Collected Stories from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.

Mitchell Peed:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to pick book like



comic, short story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not seeking Portrait of aLady: Collected Stories
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who wantsto
become success person. So, for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Portrait of aLady: Collected Stories become your current starter.

Jerry Schooler:

Y ou can get this Portrait of a Lady: Collected Stories by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose appropriate ways for you.
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