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Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) was one of the most admired astronomers who
ever lived and a key figure in the scientific revolution. A defender of Copernicus'
s sun-centred universe, he famously discovered that planets move in ellipses, and
defined the three laws of planetary motion. Perhaps less well known is that in
1615, when Kepler was at the height of his career, his widowed mother Katharina
was accused of witchcraft. The proceedings led to a criminal trial that lasted six
years, with Kepler conducting his mother's defense.

In The Astronomer and the Witch, Ulinka Rublack pieces together the tale of this
extraordinary episode in Kepler's life, one which takes us to the heart of his
changing world. First and foremost an intense family drama, the story brings to
life the world of a small Lutheran community in the centre of Europe at a time of
deep religious and political turmoil - a century after the Reformation, and on the
threshold of the Thirty Years' War.

Kepler's defense of his mother also offers us a fascinating glimpse into the great
astronomer's world view, on the cusp between Reformation and scientific
revolution. While advancing rational explanations for the phenomena which his
mother's accusers attributed to witchcraft, Kepler nevertheless did not call into
question the existence of magic and witches. On the contrary, he clearly believed
in them. And, as the story unfolds, it appears that there were moments when even
Katharina's children wondered whether their mother really did have nothing to
hide...
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the scientific revolution. A defender of Copernicus' s sun-centred universe, he famously discovered that
planets move in ellipses, and defined the three laws of planetary motion. Perhaps less well known is that in
1615, when Kepler was at the height of his career, his widowed mother Katharina was accused of witchcraft.
The proceedings led to a criminal trial that lasted six years, with Kepler conducting his mother's defense.

In The Astronomer and the Witch, Ulinka Rublack pieces together the tale of this extraordinary episode in
Kepler's life, one which takes us to the heart of his changing world. First and foremost an intense family
drama, the story brings to life the world of a small Lutheran community in the centre of Europe at a time of
deep religious and political turmoil - a century after the Reformation, and on the threshold of the Thirty
Years' War.

Kepler's defense of his mother also offers us a fascinating glimpse into the great astronomer's world view, on
the cusp between Reformation and scientific revolution. While advancing rational explanations for the
phenomena which his mother's accusers attributed to witchcraft, Kepler nevertheless did not call into
question the existence of magic and witches. On the contrary, he clearly believed in them. And, as the story
unfolds, it appears that there were moments when even Katharina's children wondered whether their mother
really did have nothing to hide...
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Editorial Review

Review

"Excellent ... meticulously researched and wonderfully readable." -- John Banville, Literary Review

"An enthralling book." -- Jennifer Rampling, Nature

"Rublack tells [this] story with a novelist's panache. Even if you know what happened, it's a compelling
book. She sketches the vivid details that make the time, place and characters come to life ... The Tale of the
Witch and the Mathematician - unmissable." -- Mark Greener, Fortean Times

About the Author

Ulinka Rublack is Professor at the University of Cambridge and has published widely on early modern
European history as well as approaches to history. She edited the Oxford Concise Companion to History
(2011), and, most recently, the Oxford Handbook of the Protestant Reformation (2016). Her monographs
include Reformation Europe (2005), The Crimes of Women in Early Modern Germany (1999), and Dressing
Up: Cultural Identity in Renaissance Europe (2010), which won the Roland H. Bainton Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Astronomer and the Witch:
Johannes Kepler's Fight for his Mother will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suited book with you?

Jetta Butler:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a



book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Astronomer and the
Witch: Johannes Kepler's Fight for his Mother book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

John Beaulieu:

The e-book with title The Astronomer and the Witch: Johannes Kepler's Fight for his Mother posesses a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

David Russell:

The particular book The Astronomer and the Witch: Johannes Kepler's Fight for his Mother has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.
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