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- What is an earthquake gown?
- Who wore eelskin masher trousers?
- What did the word "dudes" mean in the 16th century?

A Dictionary of English Costume by C. Willett Cunnington, Phillis Cunnington
and Charles Beard was originally published in 1960. A monumental achievement
and encyclopaedic in scope, it was a comprehensive catalogue of fashion terms
from the mid-medieval period up to 1900. It was reissued and updated several
times, for the last time in 1976. For decades it has served as a bible for costume
historians.

The Dictionary of Fashion History completely updates and supplements the
Cunningtons' landmark work to bring it up to the present day. Featuring
additional terms and revised definitions, this new edition represents an essential
reference for costume historians, students of fashion history, or anyone involved
in creating period costume for the theatre, film or television. It is also fascinating
reading for those simply interested in the subject.

Clear, concise, and meticulous in detail, this essential reference answers
countless questions relating to the history of dress and adornment and promises
to be a definitive guide for generations to come.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A welcome, needed update of an early landmark dictionary on dress; a must have for all who care about the
A to Z of fashion.” ?Joanne B. Eicher, Regents Professor Emerita at the University of Minnesota

“Nearly forty years on and now hard to find save in reference libraries, the volume reappears as The
Dictionary of Fashion History, skillfully enlarged and re-edited by Valerie Cumming, formerly Deputy
Director of the Museum of London. Given fresh life and thorough coverage from 1900 through the present
day, the new dictionary is once again ready to prove itself a trustworthy guide and companion to all those
interested in the absorbing study of clothing.” ?Ann Saunders, Editor of Costume 1967-2007

About the Author

Valerie Cumming is Chairman of The Costume Society, and formerly the Deputy Director and Chief Curator
at the Museum of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

The book The Dictionary of Fashion History make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Dictionary of Fashion
History being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
publication The Dictionary of Fashion History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Randal Revilla:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Dictionary of Fashion History.



Kenneth Jordan:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Dictionary of Fashion History why because the amazing
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Andy McNeil:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book The Dictionary of Fashion History we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Dictionary of Fashion
History. You can more pleasing than now.
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