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How can we distinguish between injustice and misfortune? What can we learn
from the victims of calamity about the sense of injustice they harbor? In this
book a distinguished political theorist ponders these and other questions and
formulates a new political and moral theory of injustice that encompasses not
only deliberate acts of cruelty or unfairness but also indifference to such acts.
 
Judith N. Shklar draws on the writings of Plato, Augustine, and Montaigne, three
skeptics who gave the theory of injustice its main structure and intellectual force,
as well as on political theory, history, social psychology, and literature from
sources as diverse as Rosseau, Dickens, Hardy, and E. L. Doctorow. Shklar
argues that we cannot set rigid rules to distinguish instances of misfortune from
injustice, as most theories of justice would have us do, for such definitions would
not take into account historical variability and differences in perception and
interest between the victims and spectators. From the victim's point of
view—whether it be one who suffered in an earthquake or as a result of social
discrimination—the full definition of injustice must include not only the
immediate cause of disaster but also our refusal to prevent and then to mitigate
the damage, or what Shklar calls passive injustice. With this broader definition
comes a call for greater responsibility from both citizens and public servants.
When we attempt to make political decisions about what to do in specific
instances of injustice, says Shklar, we must give the victim's voice its full weight.
This is in keeping with the best impulses of democracy and is our only alternative
to a complacency that is bound to favor the unjust.
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How can we distinguish between injustice and misfortune? What can we learn from the victims of calamity
about the sense of injustice they harbor? In this book a distinguished political theorist ponders these and
other questions and formulates a new political and moral theory of injustice that encompasses not only
deliberate acts of cruelty or unfairness but also indifference to such acts.
 
Judith N. Shklar draws on the writings of Plato, Augustine, and Montaigne, three skeptics who gave the
theory of injustice its main structure and intellectual force, as well as on political theory, history, social
psychology, and literature from sources as diverse as Rosseau, Dickens, Hardy, and E. L. Doctorow. Shklar
argues that we cannot set rigid rules to distinguish instances of misfortune from injustice, as most theories of
justice would have us do, for such definitions would not take into account historical variability and
differences in perception and interest between the victims and spectators. From the victim's point of
view—whether it be one who suffered in an earthquake or as a result of social discrimination—the full
definition of injustice must include not only the immediate cause of disaster but also our refusal to prevent
and then to mitigate the damage, or what Shklar calls passive injustice. With this broader definition comes a
call for greater responsibility from both citizens and public servants. When we attempt to make political
decisions about what to do in specific instances of injustice, says Shklar, we must give the victim's voice its
full weight. This is in keeping with the best impulses of democracy and is our only alternative to a
complacency that is bound to favor the unjust.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alva Sexton:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) book is readable
by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Lupita Kirch:

The book The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this book.

Shawn Young:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series).

Theresa Nash:

This The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) is great publication for you because the content that
is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Faces of
Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not



ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but
this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that
will?
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