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The debut of a phenomenal new middle-grade talent.

In all the ways that matter, Mark is a normal kid. He's got a dog named Beau and
a best friend, Jessie. He likes to take photos and write haiku poems in his
notebook. He dreams of climbing a mountain one day.

But in one important way, Mark is not like other kids at all. Mark is sick. The
kind of sick that means hospitals. And treatments. The kind of sick some people
never get better from.

So Mark runs away. He leaves home with his camera, his notebook, his dog, and
a plan to reach the top of Mount Rainier--even if it's the last thing he ever does.

The Honest Truth is a rare and extraordinary novel about big questions, small
moments, and the incredible journey of the human spirit.
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In all the ways that matter, Mark is a normal kid. He's got a dog named Beau and a best friend, Jessie. He
likes to take photos and write haiku poems in his notebook. He dreams of climbing a mountain one day.

But in one important way, Mark is not like other kids at all. Mark is sick. The kind of sick that means
hospitals. And treatments. The kind of sick some people never get better from.

So Mark runs away. He leaves home with his camera, his notebook, his dog, and a plan to reach the top of
Mount Rainier--even if it's the last thing he ever does.

The Honest Truth is a rare and extraordinary novel about big questions, small moments, and the incredible
journey of the human spirit.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 5–8—Twelve-year-old Mark wants to climb a mountain before his imminent death from cancer, so he
runs away to Mt. Rainier with only his faithful dog, Beau, to accompany him. In alternating chapters, Mark's
best friend Jessie, at home, narrates her moral dilemma: should she honor his last request or reveal his
location to the worried adults who would deny him his wish? As each event befalls Mark along his journey,
Beau increasingly proves himself, while Jessie vacillates. Gemeinhart, a first-time author, keeps the pace
with short, active chapters leading to a satisfying, if somewhat predictable, ending. Descriptions of place and
character are good, the Northwest Washington setting palpable, and Mark's continuous descriptions of
headaches and nausea, if a bit repetitive, can be chalked up to realism. The actions of the adult characters
along the way are slightly less believable but suspension of disbelief is possible with such a compelling
premise and Mark's ringing sense of confidence. Recommended for general purchase and for classroom
structured reading. This will be especially interesting to capable but reluctant readers, particularly dog
lovers.—Rhona Campbell, Georgetown Day School, Washington, DC

Review

Praise for The Honest Truth:

* "The many moments of heart-racing suspense, as well as the underlying gravity, may overwhelm faint-
hearted readers; hardier ones will find it a gripping page-turner."- Publishers Weekly, Starred Review

"Told in alternating first-person voices,Gemeinhart's heart-rending yet suspenseful novel tells the equally
gripping stories of the boy who went to the mountain and the girl who stayed behind...Gemeinhart presents
arousingly riveting two-hanky read." - Kirkus Reviews

"Gemeinhart, a first-time author, keeps the pace with short, active chapters leading to a satisfying, if
somewhat predictable, ending... Recommended for general purchase and for classroom structured reading.
This will be especially interesting to capable but reluctant readers, particularly dog lovers." - School Library
Journal

About the Author

Dan Gemeinhart is a teacher-librarian and father of three daughters. He lives with his family in Cashmere,
Washington. The Honest Truth is his first book. www.dangemeinhart.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorraine Prinz:

The reserve untitled The Honest Truth is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The



Honest Truth from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Cari Sexton:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Honest Truth can be excellent book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Peter Robey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Honest Truth publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still question The Honest Truth as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Irving Dorn:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Honest Truth was colorful and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book The Honest Truth has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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