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Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a
little apprehensive when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in
the wilderness. When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he
has no way to shoot game or to protect himself. When Matt meets Attean, a boy
in the Beaver clan, he begins to better understand their way of life and their
growing problem in adapting to the white man and the changing frontier.

Elizabeth George Speare’s Newbery Honor-winning survival story is filled with
wonderful detail about living in the wilderness and the relationships that formed
between settlers and natives in the 1700s. Now with an introduction by Joseph
Bruchac.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
When his father returns East to collect the rest of the family, 13-year-old Matt is left alone to guard his
family's newly built homestead. One day, Matt is brutally stung when he robs a bee tree for honey. He
returns to consciousness to discover that his many stings have been treated by an old Native American and
his grandson. Matt offers his only book as thanks, but the old man instead asks Matt to teach his grandson
Attean to read. Both boys are suspicious, but Attean comes each day for his lesson. In the mornings, Matt
tries to entice Attean with tales from Robinson Crusoe, while in the afternoons, Attean teaches Matt about
wilderness survival and Native American culture. The boys become friends in spite of themselves, and their
inevitable parting is a moving tribute to the ability of shared experience to overcome prejudice. The Sign of
the Beaver was a Newbery Honor Book; author Elizabeth Speare has also won the Newbery Medal twice, for
The Witch of Blackbird Pond and The Bronze Bow. (Ages 12 and older) --Richard Farr

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6-By Elizabeth George Speare. Twelve-year old Matt is trying his best to survive on his own until
his father returns to their cabin in the Maine wilderness with the rest of the family. Matt develops a deep
friendship with a Native American boy. Matt must decide if he should continue waiting for his family or
begin a new life with his friend.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

* "Matt joins other memorable characters, Kit, Julie, and Karana, finding his inner strength and values in a
changing world in this well-written and fast-reading story." School Library Journal, starred review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alice Wilkerson:

The book The Sign of the Beaver make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Sign of the Beaver being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Sign of the Beaver.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Alice Hille:

Here thing why this The Sign of the Beaver are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The
Sign of the Beaver giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no e-book that similar with The Sign of the Beaver. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up



your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Sign of the Beaver in e-
book can be your alternate.

Christopher Dixon:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Sign of the Beaver publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Sign of the Beaver as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joseph Levis:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Sign of the Beaver was colorful and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book The Sign of the Beaver has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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