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Offering a unique thematic approach to recent art history, Themes of
Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980, Fourth Edition, focuses on eight
central ideas recurring in art over the past few decades: identity, the body, time,
memory, place, language, science, and spirituality.

This thought-provoking volume features over 200 full-color images of artworks
that exemplify a wide variety of materials, techniques, theoretical viewpoints,
and stylistic approaches, by artists from diverse ethnic, cultural, and geographic
backgrounds. Its concise, engaging, and accessible narrative challenges readers to
think actively and critically about the ideas expressed in contemporary art.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book does everything I need it to. The thematic organization is valuable and unique, allowing me to
incorporate supplemental materials easily. It is well written, reasonably priced, and my students love it as
much as I do. I absolutely always recommend it to other professors."

--Julia Alderson, Humboldt State University

"Themes of Contemporary Art is written in a mostly jargon-free, plain-language manner that is at my
students' level."

--Anita Welych, Cazenovia College

"I think the authors have done a sensational job of breaking down difficult-to-grasp concepts while
synthesizing the discourse into streamlined and elegant prose."

--Miguel de Baca, Lake Forest College

"This is a superb contemporary art text. The writing, organization, and inclusiveness of Themes of
Contemporary Art are outstanding. The historical overviews, the authors' self-reflection, and the analysis of
artworks are exceptional. In my opinion, it is the best text for studio artists and a wonderful addition to
contemporary art history courses."

--Andrea V. Feeser, Clemson University

About the Author

JEAN ROBERTSON is Chancellor's Professor of Art History at Indiana University's Herron School of Art
and Design. CRAIG McDANIEL is Associate Dean and Professor of Fine Arts at Indiana University's
Herron School of Art and Design. They are co-authors of Spellbound: Rethinking the Alphabet (2016).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Christopher Barnes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Themes of
Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Lily Winstead:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art after
1980 is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Rebecca Lopez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980 as your
daily resource information.

Terry Burrows:

This Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980 is brand-new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art
after 1980 can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
along with knowledge.
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