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Breaking with the exoticizing cast of public discourse and conventional research,
Urban Outcasts takes the reader inside the black ghetto of Chicago and the
deindustrializing banlieue of Paris to discover that urban marginality is not
everywhere the same. Drawing on awealth of original field, survey and historical
data, Loic Wacquant shows that the involution of America's urban core after the
1960s is due not to the emergence of an ‘underclass, but to the joint withdrawal
of market and state fostered by public policies of racial separation and urban
abandonment. In European cities, by contrast, the spread of districts of 'exclusion’
does not herald the formation of ghettos. It stems from the decomposition of
working-class territories under the press of mass unemployment, the
casualization of work and the ethnic mixing of populations hitherto segregated,
spawning urban formations akin to 'anti-ghettos.

Comparing the US 'Black Belt' with the French 'Red Belt' demonstrates that state
structures and policies play a decisiverolein the articulation of class, race and
place on both sides of the Atlantic. It aso reveals the crystallization of anew
regime of marginality fuelled by the fragmentation of wage labour, the
retrenchment of the social state and the concentration of dispossessed categories
in stigmatized areas bereft of a collectiveidiom of identity and claims-making.
These defamed districts are not just the residual 'sinkholes' of a bygone economic
era, but also the incubators of the precarious proletariat emerging under
neoliberal capitalism.

Urban Outcasts sheds new light on the explosive mix of mounting misery,
stupendous affluence and festering street violence resurging in the big cities of
the First World. By specifying the different causal paths and experiential forms
assumed by relegation in the American and the French metropolis, this book
offers indispensable tools for rethinking urban marginality and for reinvigorating
the public debate over social inequality and citizenship at century's dawn.
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Breaking with the exoticizing cast of public discourse and conventional research, Urban Outcasts takes the
reader inside the black ghetto of Chicago and the deindustrializing banlieue of Paris to discover that urban
marginality is not everywhere the same. Drawing on awealth of original field, survey and historical data,
Loic Wacquant shows that the involution of America's urban core after the 1960s is due not to the emergence
of an 'underclass, but to the joint withdrawal of market and state fostered by public policies of racial
separation and urban abandonment. In European cities, by contrast, the spread of districts of ‘exclusion’ does
not herald the formation of ghettos. It stems from the decomposition of working-class territories under the
press of mass unemployment, the casualization of work and the ethnic mixing of populations hitherto
segregated, spawning urban formations akin to ‘anti-ghettos.

Comparing the US 'Black Belt' with the French 'Red Belt' demonstrates that state structures and policies play
adecisiverolein the articulation of class, race and place on both sides of the Atlantic. It also reveasthe
crystallization of anew regime of marginality fuelled by the fragmentation of wage labour, the retrenchment
of the social state and the concentration of dispossessed categoriesin stigmatized areas bereft of a collective
idiom of identity and claims-making. These defamed districts are not just the residual 'sinkholes' of a bygone
economic era, but also the incubators of the precarious proletariat emerging under neoliberal capitalism.

Urban Outcasts sheds new light on the explosive mix of mounting misery, stupendous affluence and
festering street violence resurging in the big cities of the First World. By specifying the different causal paths
and experiential forms assumed by relegation in the American and the French metropoalis, this book offers
indispensable tools for rethinking urban marginality and for reinvigorating the public debate over socia
inequality and citizenship at century's dawn.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisis afantastic book that anyone interested in the historical trgjectory of advanced capitalism and the
marginality it breeds should read. The book's real strength isitsfusion of political sociological theory,
economic history and arich, everyday ethnography ... Wacquant's political sociological method is the perfect
complement to recent urban geographical scholarship that deconstructs the spatial political economy of
'neoliberal urbanism', opening up the impacts of these policies on the ground with surgical precision.”

Area

"This book should be mandatory reading for scholars, graduate students and advanced undergraduates
interested in this subject ... thisis an exciting book written by one of the most prominent urban sociologists
today. It provides a useful concept for understanding urban poverty (i.e. advanced marginality), outlinesa
powerful argument for how advanced marginality variesin different countries and, most importantly,
identifies the power of states to shape the structure of these places and the life-chances of their residents.”
Urban Studies

"Leading Chicago sociology Loic Wacquant's comparative analysis of advanced marginality in the American
ghetto and French banlieue is the best of a spate of works on urban poverty to be released recently."
Sociology

"A thoroughly researched manifesto for an urban sociology that empowers the new precarious labour force
of the post-industrial city."
Race and Class

"[Wacquant] raises a series of valuable discussion points on methodology, scales of explanation, the value
and challenges of comparative study, modes of writing, and the question of the author's positionality and its
effects on the drama he is recounting - arich harvest to garner from a single volume ... would make first-rate
reading and discussion material for senior undergraduate and graduate seminars."

Annals of the Association of American Geographers

"Urban Outcasts is a mgjestic synthesis of research on urban marginality in advanced capitalist countries. It
uncovers the common forces leading to a new kind of poverty on both sides of the Atlantic while forcefully
demonstrating the distinctly different ways social exclusion operatesin Europe and in America. This
refreshingly new look at the nexus of race, class and space in the post-Fordist world is amajor contribution
to social theory and urban studies.”

Ivan Szelenyi, author of Cities After Socialism and Patterns of Exclusion

"In thisimpressive book, Wacquant deploys his unparalleled knowledge of the black American ghetto and
the French banlieue to tackle a series of foundational questions about inequality and poverty. He shows us
the variable ways in which these two conditions get constituted in two strands of capitalism and how
'territorial stigmatization' affects both the strategies of the poor and the public policies aimed at their reserved
zones. Theresult is a provocative analysis of polarization from below and of the lived redlities of urban
marginality."

Saskia Sassen, author of The Global City and Territory, Authority, Rights



Review

From the Back Cover

Breaking with the exoticizing cast of public discourse and conventional research, Urban Outcasts takes the
reader inside the black ghetto of Chicago and the deindustrializing banlieue of Paristo discover that urban
marginality is not everywhere the same. Drawing on awealth of original field, survey and historical data,

L oic Wacquant shows that the involution of America's urban core after the 1960s is due not to the emergence
of an 'underclass, but to the joint withdrawal of market and state fostered by public policies of racia
separation and urban abandonment. In European cities, by contrast, the spread of districts of 'exclusion’ does
not herald the formation of ghettos. It stems from the decomposition of working-class territories under the
press of mass unemployment, the casualization of work and the ethnic mixing of populations hitherto
segregated, spawning urban formations akin to ‘anti-ghettos.

Comparing the US 'Black Belt' with the French 'Red Belt' demonstrates that state structures and policies play
adecisiverolein the articulation of class, race and place on both sides of the Atlantic. It also reveals the
crystallization of a new regime of marginality fuelled by the fragmentation of wage labour, the retrenchment
of the social state and the concentration of dispossessed categories in stigmatized areas bereft of acollective
idiom of identity and claims-making. These defamed districts are not just the residual 'sinkholes' of a bygone
economic era, but also the incubators of the precarious proletariat emerging under neoliberal capitalism.

Urban Outcasts sheds new light on the explosive mix of mounting misery, stupendous affluence and
festering street violence resurging in the big cities of the First World. By specifying the different causal paths
and experiential forms assumed by relegation in the American and the French metropolis, this book offers
indispensable tools for rethinking urban marginality and for reinvigorating the public debate over social
inequality and citizenship at century's dawn.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Muriel Carpenter:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Urban Outcasts: A Comparative Sociology of
Advanced Marginality will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel more confidenceif you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. Itis
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book
with you?

Richard Thompson:

Now aday people who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Urban Outcasts: A Comparative
Sociology of Advanced Marginality book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course



the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Michelle M orrow:

Reading a guide tendsto be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them isthis Urban Outcasts: A Comparative Sociology of Advanced Marginality.

Alice Resder:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because all of thistime you only find book that need more time to be examine.
Urban Outcasts: A Comparative Sociology of Advanced Marginality can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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